Our Fourfooted Friends 


Ghristmas “Number 


\N == 


ss 


vy A 


The Board of Directors of the Animal Rescue League of 
Boston, in authorising this appeal for continued and greater finan- 
cial support, wishes to express appreciation to the members and 
friends whose lopal support has made the Leaque one of the lead- 
ing animal welfare agencies in the world. The scope of its work 
has broadened so tremendously that it is felt a careful reading 
of this leaflet will be a revelation to manp. 


Anp increase of patronage or assistance, which may be ren- 
dered in an effort to increase membership, so that the Leaque map 
meet the growing demand for the type of serbice it renders, will 
be deeply appreciated. THith gratitude in their hearts for the lop- 
alty and help of friends of the organisation, the Directors take 
this opportunity to extend Compliments of the Season. 
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“A Righteous Man Regardeth 
the Life of His Beast.” 


(Prov. xii. 10) 
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“60 Our Members and Friends 


The next regular issue of OUR FourRFooTED FRIENDs, constituting our Annual Report, 
will be available by the latter part of February or early in March, but we feel the need now 
for a brief yet frank presentation of our work and requirements, for a dual purpose—first, 
to increase interest in the League on the part of present members, second, to secure new 
members. 

Unfortunately, the League is not the wealthy and richly endowed institution many sup- 
pose it to be. Despite the fact that the work is generously supported, at the end of each 
year there is a deficit which is difficult to make up. 

Due to natural causes, there has been a slow but steady decrease in membership during 
the last few years. This message inaugurates our first real effort to bring our ranks up to 
fighting strength. 

Contributions range from 25 cents annually (Junior Membership) to such sums as our 
supporters feel able and willing to give. Active Members pay at least $5.00 annually; 
Associate Members, $1.00 annually; and any person may become a Life Member by paying, 
at one time, the sum of $100. 

It is our earnest hope that many will consider the suggestion that they increase annual 
contributions and thus help us secure an income equal to expenditure. We hope to secure 
100 new Life Members; 1,500 new Active Members; 2,000 new Associate Members; and 500 
Junior Members. This is not too much to expect from the wide territory served by the 
League. 

If, in addition, one half of our present Active Members could and would contribute $10.00 
annually; one third of our Associate Members $5.00, becoming Active Members; and those 
of our Juniors who are now self-supporting, 50 cents or $1.00 each year, the latter sum en- 
titling them to Associate Membership; we estimate our income would be increased suffi- 
ciently to overcome the annual deficit. 

An increased membership is desirable not only because of the income involved. When 
endeavoring to secure new legislation for the protection of animals, or in opposing the repeal 
or amendment of desirable laws pertaining to prevention of cruelty, a show of strength is a 
mighty factor. This is an additional reason for requesting your personal participation in a 
campaign for new members. 

We shall also ask your coéperation in determining wherein lies the greatest popularity of 
the Animal Rescue League, and the direction in which we should put forth our greatest 
effort. 

If you will take time to read the brief paragraphs covering each of our activities and 
answer and return the questionnaire on the last page, we shall be truly grateful. 

Every member of the League is a partner in a mighty effort to relieve suffering and prevent 
cruelty and is entitled to a voice in the method of accomplishment. 


Photo by Hermann B. Deutsch 


DOG TIRED 


By ARTHUR GUITERMAN 


When four black paws and two small feet 
Grow weary treading path and street, 
When boy and dog have wandered far 
They drop to rest right where they are. 


Then no reward of food or fun 

Could tempt the dog to leap and run; 
No grand parade of any size 

Could make the boy unclose his eyes. 


A bit of shade, a vacant spot, 
And there they'll sleep, the world forgot,— 
A world that wishes all its joys 
To friendly dogs and little boys. 
This Week (Boston Herald), August 1 
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A BRIEF PRESENTATION OF OUR ACTIVITIES 


Most of our income, and the larger share of labor, is devoted to 
the details of collecting and caring for stray and unwanted small 
animals. We estimate the number for the present fiscal year at 
18,000 dogs and 70,000 cats. Without particularizing to too great an extent, we should 
like to emphasize that the operation of nine ambulances—segregating—feeding—housing 
—exercising—and generally caring for these creatures, is a prodigious task. 


STRAY AND UNWANTED 
DOGS AND CATS 


The law requires that animals which have bitten persons, or those which 
have been exposed to rabies, be confined for a period of fourteen days. A eS cc 
number of dogs of this type are continually under the care and observation of 
our veterinarians. During this period, we are able to determine whether they can safely 
be returned to owners or should be humanely put away. 

us tae 

Many dogs and cats, because they are unfit for placement in homes, have 
to be destroyed. Despite criticism of electrocution, it is our honest belief 
that it is by far the most humane method for taking animal life. We do use carbon mon- 
oxide gas, chloroform, nembutal, and other agencies, in emergencies and under certain 
circumstances and conditions; the gun is also used, for large animals, with the exception of 
those put away at Pine Ridge; but until a better means is discovered, we shall continue 
what careful, intelligent research and study indicate is the quickest and most merciful 
method. 

If any of our readers doubt this claim, we should appreciate an opportunity to present 
proof and discuss the matter more fully. The necessity for taking life is to be deplored, 
but when it is necessary, the animal surely is entitled to the utmost consideration. This 
unlovely phase of our work and the subsequent disposal of bodies constitute an important 
part of our activities. 


ELECTROCUTION 


x * * 


Partly off-setting this unpleasant phase of our work is the 

restoration of dogs and cats to their owners. Lost dogs, ONCE Oo ALS 
: : . TO OWNERS AND 

whenever possible, are held for a period of at least six days, prpacEMENT IN NEW HOMES 
at the expiration of which time new homes are sought for the 
fit and unclaimed. A contribution is expected from each person adopting an animal, to 
help defray the heavy expense involved in collecting and caring for them, but when cir- 
cumstances warrant it, this is waived. A follow-up system, to insure the welfare of every 
animal placed, is carefully adhered to, and adjustments are made until all concerned are 
satisfied. 


We wonder at the number of lost dogs and cats which are never re- 
claimed. Many indicate by their condition, habits, and actions that they 
have strayed from good homes.. We watch the Lost and Found columns 
closely, and run an advertisement constantly in one or another of our daily papers, read- 
ing: ‘‘Lost your dog or cat? Call the Animal Rescue League—HANcock 9170.” 

1K ek 

isingly large number of cats are left at beaches, and other places, 

eal Te Sen they return to their homes each year. We Psi 
? 3 TION SERVICE 

local vacation spots weekly, and more often immediately following the vaca- . 
tion period, for the purpose of collecting deserted animals. Durable cloth signs are 
tacked to posts and fences, and displayed in public places, calling attention to the fact 


LOST AND FOUND 
ADVERTISEMENTS 


FOR CHRISTMAS, 1937 5 


that the practice is not only inhumane, but unlawful as well. We earnestly seek the co- 


operation of permanent residents in these areas in locating animals left behind. 
kok ok 


A surprisingly large number of exhausted carrier pigeons are turned over to 
the League in the course of a year. They can be readily identified as to owner- 
ship by the leg bands, and our policy is to notify the owners, who generally elect to call for 
them. In some cases these birds are fed and cared for until able to proceed on their jour- 
ney under their own power when they are released. Good judgment is exercised, however, 
in all such cases. 


LOST BIRDS 


* * * 


The League deplores the unpleasant duty of dog-catching, but it must be 
done in the best way possible if it is to serve the best interests, not only of 
strays, but of all dogs. This unpleasant duty, though performed under contract with the 
City of Boston, is accompanied by heavy financial loss but it is justified because of the 
abuses which often creep into publicly operated dog pounds. You may rest assured that 
thoughtful consideration is given to the rights and feelings of owners—particularly chil- 


dren and those who find it hard to license a dog because of empty purses. 
kok ok 


Our free clinic, for the treatment of animals owned by persons who are 
unable to pay veterinary fees, ranks with the best in the country. Two 
very capable veterinarians are in constant attendance, and a good por- 
tion of the time there is a third. Equipment, including anesthesia apparatus, X-Ray, 
fluoroscope, electric operating scalpels, and lancets, is complete. 

Although the Clinic averages over 14,000 patients annually, 50 and over each day, a real 
effort is made to avoid competition with practicing veterinarians. Every emphasis is 
placed upon the fullest codperation with those in the profession. They should not be 
handicapped by reason of free clinics. The persons able to pay a reasonable veterinary 
fee, all things being considered, should patronize local veterinarians. We seek the patron- 
age of the rest and freely offer our facilities to competent practitioners, in the interest of 


DOG CATCHING 


CARE OF SICK AND 
INJURED ANIMALS 


proper care and treatment of all suffering creatures. 
ee ais 


It is practically impossible to treat each phase of our activities in order of importance. 
Our whole program is made up of a series of specialties, each equally supreme in its own 
field, but our work involving large animals can hardly be over-emphasized. We are woe- 
fully undermanned in this particular department, and hope for the financial support neces- 
sary to enable us to materially increase our force. 


Each market day finds our agents at the stock yards long before sunrise, for 
the purpose of examining each incoming car and truck-load of food animals. 
Every crippled creature is carefully examined, and each case is treated, depend- 
ing upon the nature and extent of the ailment. Truck shipments are increasing daily, 


adding to the labor of the men, both at the stock yards and on the road. 
an ae? 


; Our men patrol the city streets, seeking lame or unfit horses in harness. 

seh oat an They also travel the highways leading into Boston, inspecting trucks 
HIGHWAY PATROL 

transporting live stock, particular attention being given to abuses such as 

over-crowding—lack of partitions and protection from extreme weather conditions— 

poor bedding—weak, sick, or injured animals—improper loading chutes—and careless 

driving, which result in bruises and other injuries. This is not a complete list by any 

means. Other conditions leading to physical suffering are enumerated under the chapter 

on live stock loss prevention. Especial attention is given to immature calves taken from 


LIVE STOCK 
INSPECTION 
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their mothers and shipped before they have gained sufficient strength to enable them to 
endure hardship. 


* * * 


Abattoirs throughout the State are visited regularly, to guard against rough 
treatment prior to and during the process of slaughter. Large packing houses 
require comparatively little attention, but the smaller establishments, located 
in out-of-the-way places and operating with a minimum of federal, state, and local gov- 
ernment inspection, should be given more attention than our present force will permit. 

kok ok 


Another very important branch of our work is local market inspections. 


INSPECTION 
OF ABATTOIRS 


MARKET PATROL : ‘eee ae : 
Rough handling of poultry—locking wings to facilitate weighing—pulling 


out of crates by one leg, or a wing, or by the head—is guarded against. Incoming poultry 
shipments are carefully checked and abuses corrected. 

On Saturday afternoons and evenings many horses are inspected at the principal mar- 
ket. Fire regulations demand that all horses. hauling produce to the market remain 
hitched afternoon and evening, in order that the streets can be readily and rapidly cleared 
in case of fire. We require blanketing in cold weather, as much protection as can be given 


against the hot summer sun, proper bedding, watering, and other care. 
26 * * 


New England is visited three or four times a year by rodeos. These are ex- 
tremely rough affairs, and broken legs, even necks, are not uncommon. From 
the spectator’s seat, the performances cannot be properly appraised from the 
cruelty standpoint. Back in the chutes where our men are stationed, the use of spurs, 
whips, prods, including the electrical prod or “hot shot,” and other rough handling, are 
discouraged. Circuses are not so bad by comparison, but are carefully supervised, never- 


theless, especially wild animal performances of the Clyde Beatty type. 
kK ok ok 


Animal acts in the theatre are closely followed. Many of them seem harm- 
less enough, and a good word should be spoken for both men and women of 
the stage generally, because conditions which could readily escape our notice 
are often reported. This fact is well known by the promoters of trained-animal per- 
formances and does much to keep cruel practices under control. We are fully convinced 
that much cruelty enters into the training, especially of the wild beasts forced to act in 
ridiculous and unnatural ways. 


RODEOS AND 
CIRCUSES 


TRAINED 
ANIMAL ACTS 


* * *~ 


Horse and dog racing are comparatively new to New England, and we hope 
they have not come to stay. Abuses of a vicious type are bound to creep in, 
unless close supervision is exercised. Dog racing, especially, is a curse. The 
dogs involved lead unnatural lives and are given only the care which is calculated to keep 
them in condition to win races. Just as soon as they begin to travel the long down-grade, 
they are callously surrendered for any sort of an end. We are always glad to assume the 
responsibility of putting them away, because their training unfits them for any purpose 
except racing. The same is true, in a measure, of race horses. We want to emphasize that 
the time our men spend at these tracks is well spent! 

KF Cie) hk 

Many pets develop diseases shortly after purchase. This cannot be totally 

INSPECTION : - : j 3 
OF PET SHOPS guarded against. It happens frequently with dogs and cats adopted from the 
League, despite the fact that a careful veterinary examination is given every 
animal before placement. Far more trouble of this nature would be experienced, were it 
not for our careful supervision of places where animals are sold. Because of a minimum 
of care on Sundays and holidays especially, our records are plentifully sprinkled with cases 


HORSE "AND 
DOG RACING 
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involving pet shops, such as over-turned water pans in hot weather, monkeys working 
their way out of cages after business hours and attacking other confined creatures, espe- 
cially birds. These are mentioned just to indicate the conditions which cause our men— 
to force doors and climb through transoms leading into such places. 
Kew KS Ee 

Our men visit the ten-cent stores and other places where these babies are 
offered for sale as pets at Easter time. We insist that dealers live up to an 
agreement to sell no less than six to a customer. This has a tendency to 
reduce the number kept in homes to be mauled by children and otherwise mistreated. 
When six or more chicks or ducklings are purchased, a coop and outdoor runway are gen- 
erally provided, and the chances are favorable that they will be given the opportunity to 
lead a normal life. With all our care and oversight, each year yields its harvest of half- 
starved victims which have served the purpose intended by thoughtless purchasers—to 
provide fleeting entertainment for little boys and girls. 


EASTER CHICKS 
AND DUCKLINGS 


x kk 
We wish it were possible to agree with many of our good friends who be- 

HORSE AND  ,. 1 
DOG SHOWS lieve that dog and horse shows should be no concern of ours. Of course, good 


feeding, housing, and grooming are generally provided, but the commercial 
horse and dog shows are utter abominations, and we find it necessary to keep pretty 
closely in touch with them. The law which prohibits cut tails and ears is very broad in 
its provisions. Jake veterinary certificates, stating that operations on tails and ears are 
for the purpose of correcting defects at birth, are common. Gingering, a practice which 
is not often discussed in polite circles, except among horse show devotees, is on the shady 
side. We have in our office a vicious instrument, confiscated at a recent horse show in 
Boston, a pole twelve feet in length, one end completely filled with headless nails which 
extend a half-inch or more. Its purpose?—to enable a man to stand a safe distance from 
a horse and rake his underparts with the jagged nails, thus inducing him to jump. 

Dogs are shipped from one show to another, from one handler to another, in the interest 
of ribbons, which will bring about the sale of their progeny at high prices. While gladly 
admitting there is such a thing as a good horse show—a showing of both horses and 
dogs in friendly competition, under good auspices—field trials of dogs, which thrill to 
the marrow—have we not also indicated why we send our men to supervise all such 
contests! 


* * * 


Cat shows are very popular in Boston, but while the League does not promote 
or encourage them, in fact classes them much as we do dog shows, we furnish 
free veterinary inspection when called upon in the interest of the welfare of the 
animals themselves. 


CAT SHOWS 


* * * 


i The popularity of horse-back riding necessitates constant supervi- 
EE See sion of the schools where it is taught and the horses rented. The 
HORSES FOR HIRE Custom, in some schools, of never turning away a customer, is one of 
the reasons. If all the fresh mounts are in use, the creature which has 
already finished a hard day’s work is again saddled and sent out. Sore backs and lame 

legs do not count for much when put in the balance with a dollar or two. 

The same principle governs horses offered for hire to peddlers and junk men. Stable 
conditions and feeding need watching. The law of the Commonwealth prohibits the 
public sale of unfit or disabled animals. Borderline cases, meaning those which are rap- 
idly approaching that condition, are purchased by our agents for five or sometimes seven 
dollars, and mercifully put away. Failure to do so would result in their sale and further 
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use In some remote place for as long as they could continue to stand. This briefly ex- 
plains the presence of our men at these places. The benefits of regular inspections such as 


these cannot be overlooked. ON ey 


Cock fighting in New England seems to be on the increase at present. 
COCK AND DOG 
These events are popular for a season, but after a few arrests are made, they FIGHTING 
lose their following and die out for a time. Surprisingly few people know 
that in cock fighting sharp steel gaffs, two inches or more in length, are fastened to the 
legs of the combatants. The vanquished bird is almost invariably cut into ribbons. 
Dog fighting is not so popular, but both would flourish were it not for the attention 


given them by law-enforcing agencies, our officers included. 
xk ok Ok 


Every complaint made to us is carefully investigated by a qualified 
agent. They include the use of unfit horses, over-loading, poorly fitting 
harnesses, whipping, kicking or other abuse—animals deprived of food, 
water, exercise, or protection from the weather—hit and run cases—animals, principally 
cats, shut up in buildings or imprisoned in sewers, cats in trees or other high places—and 
a thousand and one other conditions, in addition to those already mentioned. No report 
is considered too trifling and no creature too unimportant to warrant and challenge our atten- 
tion and best corrective effort. 


INVESTIGATIONS 
OF COMPLAINTS 


* * * 


An appeal for assistance in this seasonal activity has recently been 
CHRISTMAS DINNER 
sent to our members, and we hope for the usual hearty response. We FOR HORSES 
want to stress the fact that contributions for this purpose do more than 
make it possible to furnish one good meal a year for horses on the down grade. In dis- 
tributing the dinners, our agents visit all the stables in a wide territory, in and surround- 
ing the City of Boston. On this tour, horses are examined and many evils are corrected. 
Broken windows are ordered replaced, cracks and openings in walls closed, misfitting 
doors corrected, feeding, bedding, and general housing practices are looked into and reme- 
dies made wherever needed. Blankets are provided in worthy cases, and in general, the 
lot of horses belonging to the thoughtless, careless, or impoverished individual, is greatly 
improved. Any balance is used during the year for the purchase, at a sum not to exceed 
seven dollars, of the animal which cannot be legally condemned as unfit for service, but is 
rapidly.approaching that state. Briefly, it means that it will not be made to endure the 
misery of the last weary mile which stretches from the point where the going becomes ex- 


tremely hard to the place where our men can step in and say: “The law forbids.” 
AHaLk wthk 


Seven of our men are officially connected with the State Police, are author- 
ized to make arrests and to prosecute in the courts, for acts which constitute 
cruelty to animals. We follow the policy of trying to correct abuses in 
other ways, but when peaceful means fail, or the violation is of the type which demands it, 
we resort to the law. 


ARRESTS AND 
PROSECUTIONS 


* * * 


We are interested in securing and maintaining laws necessary for the protection 

‘ 2 ; : : er LEGISLATIVE 

of animals and in opposing modification or repeal of existing statutes. Many ACTIVITIES 
hours are spent each year at committee hearings on bills submitted for consid- 


eration, which have any sort of bearing on our work. 
k ok ox 


Our Fair provides an opportunity for our members and friends to 
meet. In order that we may be enabled to continue this unique and 
profitable enterprise, we ask for the hearty codperation of all. —_ A real effort is under way 


OUR ANNUAL FAIR 
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to increase the financial returns, but in addition to the income derived, its advertising 
value must be given careful consideration. 
Each year the local newspapers devote much space to a description of its many features, 
and for their courtesy and liberality we wish to express deep appreciation. 
k ok Ok 


Our quarterly is essentially a house organ. We strive to have it reflect 
the actual operations of the League, its participation in national move- 
ments and undertakings in the interest of animal welfare. Comment and 
constructive criticism are solicited. It is our hope that in the near future we may intro- 
duce a feature of especial interest to children. Each Associate, Active, and Life Member- 
ship carries with it a subscription to Our Fourroorep FRIENDs. 


OUR FOURFOOTED 
FRIENDS 


x * *~ 


a i For a number of years, most of the animal welfare organizations in 
ares yeaa an the Commonwealth have been united in a State Federation. Were 
OF HUMANE SOCIETIES We to embrace the other New England States as well, our live stock 

and some other activities would benefit greatly. Such a plan was 
suggested at the last Annual Meeting, and it is altogether possible that such an organiza- 
tion may be perfected shortly following our December meeting. 
on ae 


Abuse and mistreatment of wild life is as much a part of our work as 
matters relating to domestic animals, and we plan future expansion in 
this direction. A room in our new building will be devoted to this im- 
portant subject. We hope to provide a permanent exhibit, showing, among other things, 
the development in more humane traps, and we shall seek to stimulate the inventive in- 
genuity of local trappers, and others, in a quest for traps that will not break bones or in- 
jure in other ways. The wild life department, in large measure, will be a part of our Hu- 
mane Education work. Proper types of feeding and nesting boxes, advice and instruction 
in the proper seed mixture for wild birds, will be part of the program. 


WILD LIFE AND 
HUMANE TRAPPING 


* * * 


; Each year hundreds of wild ducks and gulls seek the comparative comfort 

WILD DUCKS IN ¢ : 
THE FENWAY and safety afforded by the waters of the Fenway, Jamaicaway, and other 
protected spots. The food supply is plentiful until the waters and land 
become covered by snow and ice. Each morning when conditions require it, one of our 
trucks distributes bread and other feed for their sustenance. It is a worth-while 

service. 
* * * 

Several times each year we are called upon to terminate the suffering 
of hundreds of wild ducks and other migratory birds which come in con- 
tact with patches of oil floating on the surface of our Coastal waters. 
Strict regulations prohibit the practice of discharging this oil, but it is nevertheless fre- 
quently done by passing vessels. As soon as the feathers of the birds become oiled, they 
separate, permitting the water to soak into the body. Due to the fact that they are un- 
able to take off in flight after becoming oil soaked and water logged, many drown. 
Others manage to make their way to shore, and in attempting to remove the oil from the 
plumage, set up an active dysentery from which they die. 

All efforts made to save them fail, and each year our agents patrol the sea coasts, prin- 
cipally of the islands of Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard, and humanely put these birds 
out of their misery. 


OIL POLLUTION OF 
COASTAL WATERS 
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Wood tick infestation in recent years has assumed serious proportions in 
southeastern Massachusetts, including Martha’s Vineyard and the island of 
Nantucket. Dogs and grazing cattle are the principal sufferers, readily be- 
coming victims of these blood-sucking insects. Wild rabbits, in some areas, are so weak- 
ened from this cause as to be reduced to mere skin and bones. The League has spent 
considerable money and much time on this eradication project, and was largely instru- 
mental in interesting the Federal Government to the extent of appropriating $10,000 for 
the support of a representative of the Bureau of Entomology. He is located at Edgar- 
town and is putting all of his time into an effort to discover a practical means of eradica- 
tion. Much credit is due Dr. Marshall Hertig, a scientist on the staff of Harvard Uni- 
versity, for freely giving of his time for this same purpose at the request of the League 
prior to the time the Federal Government became interested. The Vineyard Gazette, 
published at Edgartown, Martha’s Vineyard, is entitled to a lion’s share of the credit. 
Without the publicity dealing with the need in its columns it is doubtful if real work would 
have been started for some time to come. The Gazette was responsible for raising much 
of the money needed to carry on the campaign until the Federal Government took hold. 
ae ae 


WOOD TICK 
ERADICATION 


Two major fields have been explored as a means for actually preventing cruelty to animals 
—humane education and live stock loss prevention activities. It is necessary and com- 
mendable, to say the least, to bring an end to animal suffering and to prosecute in the 
courts for mistreatment and abuse when other means fail, but our greatest effort should 
be made in remedying or eliminating conditions which lead to suffering. 


Thoughtlessness and ignorance of the fundamental needs of creatures underlie 
much animal misery, and for years we have realized the need for teaching children 
that they can and should do much to better the lot of all living things dependent 
upon us for comfort and protection. For the past three years skilled teachers have been 
sent into the public schools, giving marionette shows and lectures for this purpose. The 
results have exceeded our fondest hopes and expectations. Great liberties have been 
taken with the stories of “‘Peter Rabbit”’, ‘Hansel and Gretel’’, ‘‘ Little Red Riding 
Hood”, “John of the Woods”’, and other tales which appeal to the young, and they are 
charged through and through with lessons in kindness and practical education in animal 
lore. It is, of necessity, entertainment of the highest order, and the letters we receive 
from children and teachers prove that the lessons taught are mighty and lasting. We are 
reaching the children by a very direct route, and every-day happenings at the League 
prove that through them we are reaching the parents also. We recommend deeper in- 
quiry into our school work on the part of those who sense the possibilities we are barely 
able to touch upon here. 


HUMANE 
EDUCATION 


* * *~ 


MURTNT As part of our Humane Educational work each year, we distribute as many hu- 
POSTERS ™2ne posters as are desired by the public schools of Boston and surrounding cities 
and towns. They hang on the walls all during the year, constant reminders to the 
children of the needs and rights of all creatures. Police stations, fire houses, and other 
public places are likewise supplied. We distribute on an average of 3000 posters annually. 

eee eae: 

Due to some of the objectionable features which usually creep in, the League 
does not organize pet shows of any character, but we admit they have many de- 
sirable qualities. If it is possible, when called upon, we furnish competent 
judges and other assistance for their orderly management. Future plans include programs 
of educational value, in proper care and treatment of pets, for summer playgrounds. 


CHILDREN’S 
PET SHOWS 
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This brings us to a project we treated in considerable detail in the last 
issue of Our Fourrootrep Frrenps. On Amrita Island, during the 
summer of 1936, and again this year, we conducted a training school for executives and 
agents of animal welfare organizations, humane education directors, teachers, and others 
having to do with children and animals. The property is located on Buzzard’s Bay near 
Cataumet, Massachusetts. Over one hundred earnest men and women from New York, 
Nebraska, Connecticut, South Carolina, New Jersey, Rhode Island, Michigan, Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, and many places in Massachusetts, spent a month dealing with the 
problems relating to animals and developing methods for the control and prevention of 
cruelty. Plans have been laid for the future development of what is felt to be the most 
important outgrowth of humane endeavor since its very inception. 
tek 


AMRITA ISLAND 


The principal causes of death, broken bones, bruises and other injuries 
: ; : LIVE STOCK LOSS 
to animals raised for food purposes are failure to breed to produce the PREVENTION 
strongest and most rugged animal possible—non-observance of best 
feeding practices—lack of proper care on the farm and en route to the market—poor ship- 
ping facilities—haste and abuse in loading and unloading—overcrowding in trucks and 
stock cars—absence of proper partitions—failure to properly protect from weather ex- 
tremes—improper and insufficient bedding in stock cars—shipment of immature animals, 
principally calves—projections in stock yards and railroad cars—unsanitary conditions— 
and a host of others. It is possible to save many millions of dollars annually by a closer 
attention to details such as these. Due principally to the monetary loss caused by condi- 
tions which also make for cruelty, the League has been instrumental in organizing the East- 
ern States Live Stock Loss Prevention Association. Representatives from the railroads, 
stock yards, packers, producers, agricultural schools, federal and state departments of 
agriculture, and other agencies and codperatives meet regularly and plan for improve- 
ments and the elimination of faulty practices and conditions. It is a direct attack on the 
relics of past years, and we record it as one of the major recent accomplishments of the 


League. 
* * * 


The League maintains branches for the reception of stray animals at 319 
Meridian Street, East Boston; 36 Fourth Street, Chelsea; Cambridge Neigh- 
borhood House, 79 Moore Street, Cambridge; 39 North Bennet Street, Boston; 17 Lambert 
Avenue, Roxbury; 109 Northampton Street, Boston; 246 Pine Street, Dedham; 4 Nep- 
tune Street, West Lynn; and on the Cape, Samoset Road, Eastham, and Depot Street, 
West Harwich. 

Regular resident agents are established at the last four places. In addition, we codper- 
ate closely with the Martha’s Vineyard Animal Rescue League at Edgartown, sending 
investigators whenever requested by that offspring of the League. 

On certain days, at some of these places, we plan for a traveling clinic, to care for sick 
and injured animals, which, without it, are denied proper veterinary care. Lack of suffi- 
cient funds has so far prevented our putting this plan into effect. 


BRANCH WORK 


oe 
In Dedham we maintain a twenty-two-acre farm, where pensioned horses PIB ee 
are comfortably cared for. Others can be sent for much-needed vacations. REST FARM 


An electric stall is maintained where animals can be mercifully put away when FOR HORSES 
that becomes necessary. 

Good pastures are provided and many tired horses have benefited by a period of rest 
under most favorable conditions. 
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At Pine Ridge also, in our Cemetery for Small Animals, pets may be 
buried at moderate cost, which includes perpetual care. Attractive head- 
stones mark many of the graves, and annually hundreds of visitors, more 
than pleasantly impressed, come and go. A crematory is available for the use of those who 
desire that type of service. Pine Ridge is becoming more and more popular as a bird 
sanctuary. It is a beautiful spot, worthy of a visit. 

kok Ok 


CEMETERY FOR 
SMALL ANIMALS 


Much space has been devoted in recent issues of Our Four- 
FOOTED FRIENDS to the need for a new building: We are 
sadly crowded for kennel room and clinic facilities, to say 
nothing of other needs. Our present quarters could not be satisfactorily remodeled, and 
to expend the funds necessary to make them even temporarily habitable would be folly. 
We bespeak your interest and financial aid to enable us to proceed with building operations 
without delay. 


THE HUNTINGTON SMITHS’ 
MEMORIAL BUILDING 


* * * 


THE LEAGUE NOW AND IN THE BEGINNING 


Despite thirty-nine years of steady growth and development, the Animal Rescue League is still 
not of too great importance in the minds of many people who believe that we are simply conducting 
a sort of dog and cat business, the details of which are very hazy in their minds. 

The strange and hard-to-understand part of the situation is that outside of Massachusetts it is 
much more generally known that, while we were organized for the ostensible purpose of caring for 
small animals at a time when the activities of the entire humane movement were directed toward the 
almost exclusive care of horses, we have kept pace with the need, and today rank with the leaders in 
everything being accomplished in the interest of animal welfare. 

This review should emphasize that there is no organization in the world more concerned with the 
needs of the whole animal creation, and that we are leading the entire procession in many respects. 


THE HOW AND WHY OF YOUR INTEREST 


The combination of circumstances which has been responsible for our growth and development 
should be carefully studied as we plan for the future. It would be helpful as well as interesting to 
the rest of our membership if we could know just what brought you into the League originally. 

Was it one outstanding feature which impressed you, or the whole general idea of making the going a 
little easier for the denizens of the air, field, street, stream, and forests? 

We should like to know. It would help us to know. ‘The thing which impressed you in the 
beginning might well be emphasized to enlist the interest and assistance of others. 

Should a number of our present supporters let us know the circumstances which prompted member- 
ship in the League, it might constitute the basis for an interesting and helpful article in a future issue 
of Our Fourrootep FRIENDS. 


MISUNDERSTANDINGS ARE DANGEROUS 


Then, too, there may be some who enthusiastically followed the leadership of the great soul who 
founded the League, but who, for some reason, unknown to us, have lost their interest. If so, 
is it because of the action of an individual within the organization, any inattention on the part of a 
staff member, or something which goes deeper? 

Our greatest danger is in not knowing when offense is given or disappointment experienced. All 
who truly long for better things for beasts and birds will let us know because conditions and circum- 
stances of which we are not aware cannot be corrected. Our best friends are those who tell us of our 
weaknesses. We are conscious of the fact that many exist. 

Sometimes there is a satisfactory explanation for things that happen, and we long for the oppor- 
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tunity to discuss such matters as we have mentioned, for the best interests of the League and for the 
greatest good of the greatest number of our fellow creatures. 


MORAL SUPPORT A TREMENDOUS ASSET 


This particular part of our message is addressed primarily to those whose names comprise our 
inactive list. There are some who, by reason of changing circumstances, can no longer contribute 
toward our support. We want them to know we appreciate all they have done for the League, and 
we consider it a privilege to be permitted to continue to send Our Fourroorrep FRiENpDs and to keep 
them informed of our progress and accomplishments. 

We must have funds with which to operate, of course, but moral support is a real and tangible as- 
set. We want to nourish it in every way possible. Further than that, we feel that returning pros- 
perity will automatically bring renewed financial support from all who have experienced decreased 
incomes during the last few years. 


NO CHANGE IN POLICY 


One thing we cannot emphasize too strongly—the policy of the League has not changed in any re- 
spect. New faces sometimes suggest new ideas and a departure from best methods, customs, and 
aims, but Anna Harris Smith built on a sure and wise foundation. 

She had vision far beyond her time, and those of us who follow her will do well, in planning for the 
future, to continue on the path so brightly illuminated by the torch she lighted on February 9, 1899. 


AN EXPLANATION REGARDING EXTRA APPEALS 


It is perfectly understood that every member cannot respond each time we ask for financial aid for 
specific purposes or for general support. Some are more deeply interested in one special activity 
than in another. For that reason, when faced with the necessity, we have followed the custom of 
sending appeals for help with our live stock work, for replenishing our fund for horse relief, and for 
assistance in our Annual Fair. 

As to the new building, the need grows more urgent daily. We earnestly hope that the response 
will be so prompt and generous that it may be speedily acquired. Please know that these requests 
are necessary if we are to carry on. If you can grasp the motive and understanding behind each 
one, we shall not feel the need for apology of any sort. 


NEED FOR NEW MEMBERS EMPHASIZED 


Just a last word about new members. A little more knowledge of the extent of our work, and the 
great need for it, may be of interest to your friends. A personal word from you will do more good 
than many letters from us, but, in lieu of personal solicitation in our behalf, a list of possible prospects 
for membership is earnestly requested. 


ENDOWMENTS 


Endowments are created by gifts toward a permanent fund during the life of the donor, and by 
bequests. We hope a careful study of this message, and further inquiry into our affairs, will prompt 
many to include the Animal Rescue League of Boston in the beneficiaries selected at the time wills 
are made. 


SUMMARY 


We shall be able to estimate the value of this communication by the number of responses received. 
A detailed letter would constitute the best acknowledgment, but where that is out of the question, 
we urge you to indicate by a check mark the part of our work which interests you most. 

Perhaps you will be willing to indicate, by numbers in the open squares, the order of importance of 
all of our activities as they impress you. We should like to have the questionnaire signed, but it 
will be of considerable value even if sent anonymously. 
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Tear out along this line 


ANIMAL RESCUE LEAGUE OF BOSTON 


51 CARVER STREET 


My interests in the League are indicated below: 


|_| Stray and Unwanted Dogs and Cats [| Annual Fair 
(| Humane Disposal of Animals [_} Our Fourroorep Frienps 
|_| Restoring Lost Animals to Owners |_|} Federation of Humane Societies 


and Placements in New Homes - 

L] Wild Life and Humane Trapping 

(| Lost Birds ersheay 
[_] Wild Ducks in the Fenway 
_] Dog Catching 


[| Oil Pollution in Coastal Waters 


[_] Free Clinic 


| Wood Tick Eradication 
| Live Stock Inspection 


(| Humane Education 
[| Street and Highway Patrol 

[|] Humane Posters 
(| Inspection of Abattoirs 
[_] Children’s Pet Shows 
[] Market Patrol 


(_} Amrita Island Training School 
[| Rodeos and Circuses 

[_] Live Stock Loss Prevention 

(| Trained Animal Acts 

[| Branches and Receiving Stations 
(| Horse and Dog Racing 


‘| Rest Farm for Horses 


|] Pet Shop Inspections 


[| Cemetery for Small Animals 


(| Easter Chicks and Ducklings 


(| The Huntington Smiths Memorial Building 
L| Horse and Dog Shows 


[ ] Cat Shows aL ee 


|] Riding Schools, Sales Stables, 


[|] Should you care to have a representative 
and Horses for Hire 


of the League call for a further discussion of 

Ri Coclkeand Doe Fights any subject, please place a check mark in 
space provided. 

_] Investigation of Complaints 


UN CHIL G Se ditee ose erage Meee PRON ASANO ES. 9 od oe”: 
(| Horse Rescue 
PCRS ana Dinter Haises ISIS CCL eee bat eee AMS 9 7 Vee 2 
C Arrests and Prosecutions Gilg AIO CDLOLE Se tee ey gett 
[| Legislative Activities L PLE DIOTIC at Tet Grete eh foe eee 


FOR CHRISTMAS, 1937 15 


